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SUMMARY
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geostrategy

Entire Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s work is to be integrated into the Romanian
research scientific segment, at the beginning of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th
century; his work represents the fundamental element of the modern scientific research, through
the emergence of new humanities and social sciences, and Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu can be
considered among the Dobrujan studies founders, and through all his achievements, he can be
considered Dobrujan.

I have chosen the present PhD subject, as there has not been done yet a complex
research about Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s personality to gather references about his biography,
military and scientific career and a complete bibliography of his work and references about him
are still missing. This was the main difficulty in making the bibliography for the present PhD
thesis, as there was necessary to study an important number of periodicals.

As professor Valentin Ciorbea has already identified in the studies dedicated to Marin
Ionescu—Dobrogianul, and which represent the most recent bibliographic source for the
monograph research, there are three important features to characterize his personality: his
military career, scienfic career and educational activity. Otherwise, M.D. Ionescu himself
appreciated this, as following, at the 30th anniversary of the newspaper ,,Dobrogea Juna”, in
1934, ,,it is more easier to dominate a territory with the army than to watch and write about that
county in order to get it out from the unknown dark [...]. Me, who I handled the sword and the
pen in Dobruja’s benefit, I realized the importance of these two hypostases™?.

As a consequence, the purpose of our research followed three directions: a biography as
complete as possible about Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, the analysis of his work, ordered in

volumes and studies published during his life, and thus designing the second element of his

! Valentin Ciorbea, Colonelul Marin Ionescu- Dobrogianu, fondatorul dobrogenisticii romdnesti, in Statul Major
General in arhitectura organismului militar romdnesc 1859-2009: Studii si comunicdri prezentate la sesiunea
stiinfifica cu participare internationald dedicata implinirii a 150 de ani de la infiintare a Statului Major General si
Zilei Arhivelor Romdne, Pitesti, 24-25 iulie 2009, pp. 346-352; see also: Idem, Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, ofiterul
savant (1866-1938), in ,,Ex Ponto. Text/Imagine/Metatext”, II, no 3, iul-sep 2004, pp. 175-193; Idem, Colonelul
Marin lonescu-Dobrogianu (1866-1938) ofiterul savant, in ,,Document: Buletinul Arhivelor Militare Romane”,
XIV,no 1, 2011, pp. 24-26.

2 wik Trej decenii de dobrogenism, Institutul de Arte Grafice “Dobrogea Juna”, Constanta, [f.a.].
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personality, and the third direction, his creativity.

Our scientific approach was based on archives, as well as on general and special works,
and mainly towards Marin Ionescu Dobrogianu’s studies. The second element in the subject
bibliography includes the studies (very few books®, and articles) dedicated to the famous
Dobrujan personality. At their turn, they can be divided in articles contemporary with his
personality. The great part of the articles are laudatory and they show the reverential respect and
appreciation expressed by his contemporaries4. The second type of reference works are those
published before and after 1989, when the access to the documentary sources facilitate another
type of presentation, meaning a scientific view and which aims mostly the first aspect of his
personality, that of the military career,’, as well as concise biographies6.

We mostly used the documentary sources to be found in Constanta ”loan N. Roman”
County Library, where there is almost the whole work published by Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu,
and we also used volumes coming from his personal library, some of them identified also in the
list of those already donated by him to ,,Mircea cel Batran” Highschool in Constanta’. The
documentary research was completed with investigations at the Romanian Academy Library, the
Special Collection Department and Engravings and Manuscripts Department, in the collection
Grigore Antipa, where there is preserved M. D. Ionescu’s letter addressed to the Romanian
famous scholar, through which he requested a corroboration for some scientific hypotheses * .

We were able to make a complex study upon Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu ts personality
only by researching the archive documents from the Romanian Military Archives’ and
Constanta County Archive Service'?, where we identified original documents which helped us to
design a complete image of his life and activity.

The Dobrujan periodicals collection gave us the opportunity to identify and study the

articles and articles about Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s publicistic activity, which we could

> Constantin N. Sarry, Inchinare: Colonelului Marin D. Ionescu-Dobrogianu: Cu prilejul sarbatorirei sale,
Dobrogea Juna, Constanta, [f.a.].

* Constantin Muresanu, Domnul colonel Ionescu M. Dobrogianu, in ,,Romania dela Mare”, III, no 84, 8 iul 1935,
p- 2; no 85, 15 iul 1935, p. 2; no 86, 22 iul 1935, p. 2; see also: *** Sarbatorirea unui mare carturar dobrogean, in
»,Romania dela Mare”, II, no 90, 19 aug 1935, p. 2.

3 Valentin Ciorbea, op.cit..

® Gelu Culicea, Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, in ,,Analele Dobrogei”, I, no 1, 1995, pp. 84-86.

7 Gheorghe Coriolan, Donatiunea Colonel lonescu Dobrogianu, in ,Farul”, 1, no 8, 27 mar 1933, p. 2.

¥ Romanian Library Academy, Manuscripts and Engravings Department, collection Grigore Antipa, f. 961.

° Romanian Military Archives (further on A.M.R.), collection Ministerul de Razboi, no 5470; collection Divizia 15
Infanterie, no 2278; collection Marele Cartier General, no 3831; collection Marele Stat Major. Serviciul Statistic,
no 5456, collection Directia Cadre si Invatamant (further on D.C.L), no 3042, memorii Bdtrdni; collection
Regimentul 34 Infanterie, no 1055; collection Regimentul 11 Infanterie (1881-1923), no 1032; collection Directia
Justitiei Militare, no 5465; collection Directia Pensii Militare; Army Historical Service (further on S.LLA.),
collection Institutul Geografic Militar.

10 Constanta State Archive (further on S.J.A.S.C.), collection Colectia Registrelor de Stare Civild; collection
Tribunalul Constanta; collection Partidul National Tdaranesc.

4



. . . . A e 11
reconstitute from a series of interwar newspapers and journals, as: ,,Roméania dela Mare” ',

912 515 3916

o 1 . a4 . .
,Dobrogea Jund” 7, ,,Secera” 3, ,Glia”"", | Analele Dobrogei’ , ,,Colnicul

5517

, »»Arhiva Dobrogei

Hora”" ', as well as national publications as the following: ,,Buletinul Societatii Regale Romane

518 :5919 59920

de Geografie” °, ,,Dumineca poporului””, ,,Viata romaneasca”", ,,Revista Fundatiilor Regale

Romane™!, s.a.

There can be found short and sometimes inaccurate data in the biography written by
Petru Vulcanzz; there are some data in an article in his honour which was published in the
journal ,,Analele Dobrogei”®, and in Lucian Predescu’s ,,Enciclopedia Cugetarea” (1940)**. The
articles signed by his contemporaries are also laudatory and they highlight moments of his
biography, but mostly they identify Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s cultural merits as a hard-
working researcher and man of culture®. Before 1989, the Romanian historiography was poor in
references about the colonel M. Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s life and activity. Constanta Calinescu and
Ton Faiter®® wrote a biobibliography, in a volume dedicated to the most representative people in
culture in Dobruja and where they completed the already known information, but very important
were in’80’s the article signed by prof. Gheorghe Dumitrascu®’, who wrote laudatory articles
regarding Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu personality and about some aspects of his works.

Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu was a regular military man, but also a complex man of

culture, fond of exploring the Dobrujan area by documentation travels. He is the author o

"', ,Romania dela Mare: organ politic-economic-literar”, Constanta, 26 nov 1933 - 28 mai 1940.
"> Dobrogea Juni: organ al tinerimii dobrogene”, Constanta, 12 dec 1904 - 31 oct 1944.

? Secera: organ al Partidului Tardnesc din Constanta si al Federatiei Democratiei National-Sociale”, Constanta,
15 mai 1920 - 3 iul 1927.
14 ,,Glia: ziarul Partidului Taranist Radical din Constanta”, Constanta, 1 nov 1933 - 13 dec 1937.
15 Analele Dobrogei: revista societatii culturale dobrogene”, Constanta, ian 1920-1938.
16 _Arhiva Dobrogei: revista societatii pentru cercetarea si studierea Dobrogei”, Bucuresti, 1916, 1919-1920.
17 Colnicul Hora: revista literara-stiintifica”, Tulcea, 15 feb. 1906 — 1 feb 1907.
'8 Buletinul Societatii Regale Romane de Geografie”, Bucuresti, 1876-1939.
! Duminica poporului: foae siptiméanala”, Bucuresti, 1914-1928.
2 Viata romaneasca: revista literard si stiintifica”, Bucuresti, 1906-1948.

! ,,Revista Fundatiilor Regale: revista lunara de literatura, arta si culturd generala”, Bucuresti, 1934-1947.
*2 Petru Vulcan, Locotenentul M.D. Ionescu, in ,,Ovidiu”, I, no 10, 1 feb 1899, pp. 145-146.
3wk Pagina fruntasilor Dobrogei: Colonelul Ionescu M. Dobrogianu, in ,,Analele Dobrogei”, XVI, 1935, pp. 130-
132.
*Lucian Predescu, Enciclopedia Cugetarea. Material romdnesc. Oameni si infaptuiri, Editura Vestala, Bucuresti,
1999, p. 434.
2 Gheorghe Coriolan, O icoand dobrogeana: Col. lonescu Dobrogianu, in ,,Romania dela Mare”, II, no 90, 19 aug
1935, p. 6; see also: Idem, Colonelul Ionescu-Dobrogianu, in ,,Roméania dela Mare”, VI, no 255, 23 ian 1939, p. 2;
Nic. Lupu, Colonelul Ionescu Dobrogianu, in ,,Dobrogea Juna”, XXXIV, no 188, 14 dec 1938, p. 1; Ioan Micu, Un
cercetator de trecut: Col. lonescu M. Dobrogianu, in ,,Ganduri dela mare”, 11, no 9-10, nov- dec 1938, pp. 3-5; C.
Muresanu, Domnul colonel Ionescu M. Dobrogianu, in ,,Rom. dela Mare”, III, no 84, 8 iul 1935, p. 2; no 85, 15 iul
1935, p. 2; no 86, 22 iul 1935, p. 2; L. Petrovici, Colonelul Ionescu Dobrogianu, ca militar, in ,,Rom. dela Mare”, I,
no 12, 12 feb 1934, p. 6; Aurel Vulpe, Cuvdntare rostita cu prilejul sarbatoririi lui M.D. lonescu-Dobrogianu, in
,Dobrogea Juna”, XXIX, no 135, 9 nov 1933, p. 1.
2 Constanta Calinescu, lon Faiter, Dimensiunile unor vocatii, [f.e.], Constanta, 1979, pp. 519-526.
2 Gheorghe Dumitrascu, M. lonescu-Dobrogeanu, in ,,Tomis”, an V, no 9, sep 1970, p. 16; see also: Idem, Ii sunt
dator lui M.I. Dobrogianu. Oameni, locuri, fntdmpldri din Dobrogea, in ,Litoral”, XII, no 1154, 24 ian 1982, p. 1,
3; no 1155,251ian 1982, p. 1, 3.
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numerous studies, reviews and papers; he also published some scientific editions. Beside the
permanent activity in the military service, until 1920, but mostly after that, Marin Ionescu-
Dobrogianu used to be a self-taught man, fond of old Romanian and foreign, which he used to
documentate his studies dedicated to Dobruja’s history and geography, which became important
high scientific contributions published in ,,Buletinul Societatii Regale Roméne de Geografie”,
and which were also gathered in a vast library, proving he was fond also of bibliophily.

The first chapter of the thesis is named ,,Marin lonescu-Dobrogianu: biographical
revaluations” and I underlined the need to consider thoroughly, complete and describe in detail
his biography. The chapter is structured in three subchapters under the subordinated to the
central theme, as it was mentioned in the title. In the first subchapter named ,,The military
career”’, we presented some aspects of his biography refering to his place of birth, childhood,
family life, education, including Matei Basarab” Highschool in Bucharest, and, finally, we
presented his exceptional military career with exact data about his promotions and appreciations
signed by his hierarchical superiors; his participation to the Balkan Wars; the most important
moments when he led the Regiment 34 Infantry®®, in the military confrontations at Turtucaia; the
period when he was prisoner and about his return home; his appointement as a commander of
the Regiment 73 Infantry in Tulcea®; the circumstances of his resignation and when he became
reserve officer .

The first subchapter was based on the documentary material provided by the studies™
signed by professor Valentin Ciorbea, who published the first detalied scientific research about
Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s life and military career. The biographical data regading his military
career included also the research in the archive collections, based on his military fi1e32, but also
the articles published by Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu where he remembers actions, deeds,
bringing some details about some periods of his life™.

The subchapter two is named ,,Marin lonescu-Dobrogianu and the social-political life in
Dobrujai”;we presented here the most important moments in Marin lonescu-Dobrogianu’s

biography, after 1920, when he became reserve officer and until 1938, when he passed away.

28A.M.R., collection Memorii Bdatrani, litera I, colonei, file 71; collection Regimentul 34 Infanterie, no 1055, file 13;
file 14; file 15; see also: Costin Scurtu, Remus Macovei, Regimentul 34 Infanterie, de la Constanta la Kandahar,
Editura Compania Nationald Administratia Porturilor Maritime, Constanta, 2007.

29A.M.R., collection Memorii Batrdni, litera I, colonei, file 71; collection Regimentul 73 Infanterie, no 1077, file 1.
% AM.R., collection Directia Pensii Militare, no 3031, lit. I, file 314.

3! Valentin Ciorbea, op. cit.

32 AM.R., collection Ministerul de Razboi, no 5470, file 341, 53, 355, 491, 1031, 1070, 2681/1918; file 4022,
4126/1920; collection Divizia 15 Infanterie, no 2278. file 1-7/1916; file 144, 145, 150/1918; file 184, 187, 192, 193
198, 199/ 1920; collection Marele Cartier General, no 3831, file 98, 112, 122, 126/1916; collection Marele Stat
Major, no 5456, file 23/1918; file 46/1921.

3 In the newspaper ,,Romania dela Mare: organ politic-economic-literar” aparut la Constanta, 26 nov. 1933 - 28 mai
1940, he used to have a permanent column between 1934 and 1938.
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The years when he was prisoner (1916-1918) squared with the period when Constanta was
occupied during World War 1, situation when his impressive library with rare editions purchased
before the war, was spread. After 1920, he appealed to the press offering a redemption for the
books belonging to him, and he managed to retrieve a part of these books, which, later on, he

A2

donated to ,,Mircea cel Batran” Highschool in Constanta.

After his withdrawal from the military career, in 1923, he became the president of the
initiative committee for founding the General Union of the Reserve Officers, the local branch;
he was also a member in the Proprietors Association in Constanta. In 1923, he was involved in a
criminal trial with the accusation of illegal practice of defence at the War Council 34, and the
local press appreciated the decision of the Court in Constanta to discharge him. In 1924, he was a
member in the committee for administrating the Military Circle in Constanta 33 and he took part
not only to the elaboration of the organization rules, but also participated actively to public
conferences.

Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu was also a teacher, and his educational activity is presented in
this subchapter. He involved in education and taught history and geography at important schools
in Constanta: the Pedagogical School, ,Mircea cel Batran” Highschool, The Superior

136, and his students rewarded his educational effort and

Commercial School, the marine Schoo
helped him to make the street index in his book ,,Tomi-Constanta”; Simultaneously, he
continued the efforts to promote the Romanian Royal Geography Society, where he acted until
he died. For health reasons, which troubled him all his life, a lung disease and articular
rheumatism, he left Constanta in 1935, he moved to Campulung Muscel, where he passed away
in December 1938

We also put under debate in this subchapter Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s involvment in
the political life and his activity in the organization of the Peasants Party in Constanta, including
the moment when he was elected the head of the county branch. The subchapter presents three
aspects: political life in Constanta county between 1918 and 1926; Peasants Party’s doctrine;
Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s political activity.

It was difficult to reconstitute Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s political activity in the local
branch of the Peasants Party, because the archive sources do not preseve but some incomplete
files, where can be found applications of the people in the villages and communes in Constanta

county to become members of the Peasants Party, between 1920 and 1921, and among the

3 Contradictory situation compared to the provisions of the new law for Lawyers Bar Association.

35 sk Statutul Cercului Militar Constanta, Tipografia ,,Victoria”, George I. Georgescu, Constanta, 1924.

% Ton Bitoleanu (coord.), Monografia Academiei Navale ,, Mircea cel Bdtran”: Tradifii-prezent-perspective, editia
a II-a, Editura Muntenia, Constanta, 1997, pp. 21-23.

37 John Foscola, Colonelul Ionescu-Dobrogianu, in ,,Dobrogea Juna”, XXXV, no 10, 31 ian 1939, p. 2.
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studies about the first local political parties organizations, mainly the Peasants Party, we based
our approach on the professor Stoica Lascu’s research®®. We could find in the archive files M.D.
Tonescu’s signature as the president of the organization®; our research was based on the
Dobrujan local press of that time, mainly the most important daily paper in the region,
,Dobrogea Jund”, which presented accurately the political situation in Constanta county, as well
as the official newspaper of the Peasants Party, ,,Secera”. The image of the colonel Marin
Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s political activity, after his short political career beween 1921 and 1923
ended, is completed by the press history®’, and that he was identified later on among the main
collaborators of the newspapers ,,Glia” and ,,Libertatea”, and he was also on the side of the ideas
of the Peasants Radical Party — Grigore Iunian.

We also discussed in this subchapter Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s political publicistic
activity closely connected with his frame of mind and his political principles, and the manifest
type articles in the press of the time complete the aspects in this matter. His involvment in the
political life in the local branch represents Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s spirit of social equity,
developed in years of his military career. As he was closed by his principles to the Peasants Party
programme, Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu thought he found the opportunity to express his own
ideas about reforms in society, and he belived that the social effort can be gathered under the
principles expressed by the Peasants Party*'.

The subchapter ,,Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s position among the intellectuals of the
time” is based on two aspects: his involvment in the Dobrujan cultural life and his activity in the
Romanian Royal Geography Society.

Since he was established in Constanta, Marin lonescu-Dobrogianu was involved in the

cultural movement about to start with the first publication of this type in the region, ,,Ovidiu”

*Valentin Ciorbea, Evolufia Dobrogei intre 1918-1944: Contributii la cunoasterea problemelor geopolitice,
economice, politice, demografice, sociale si ale vietii politice si militare, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanta, 2005; see
also: Stoica Lascu, Aspecte privind prezenta organizatorica a partidelor burgheze in judetul Constanta, in
,HPontica”, XVII, 1984, pp. 187-198; Idem, Crearea si activitatea organizatiilor judetene Constanta ale partidelor
politice (1908-1916), in Comunicari de istorie a Dobrogei, vol. 11, [f.e.], Constanta, 1983, pp. 159-206; Idem, Din
istoria modernd a Romaniei: largirea exercitarii de catre locuitorii judetelor Constanta si Tulcea a drepturilor
politice constitutionale, in ,,Peuce”, 1X, 1984, pp. 411-421.

¥'S.J.A.S.C., collection Partidul National Tardanesc, organizatia judetului Constanta, file 1/1920; file 2/1922.

* Dumitru Constantin-Zamfir; Octavian Georgescu, Presa dobrogeand (1879-1980): Bibliografie adnotatd si
comentatd, [f.e.], Constanta, 1985, p. 283.

*! His view can be seen in the articles written both in the official newspaper of the branch organization of the
Peasants Party, ,,Secera”, and also in ,,Dobrogea Juna”. The social problems approached by him are different, thus
he analysed the situation in Dobruja regarding both the real estate and the reforms in agriculture; the problems in the
national army, which also needed to be reformed in mentalities, the problem of the general vote, and, not last, the
major role played by peasants in the development of the Romanian nation, who, after World War I was searching for
a better position in the state; see: Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, Rostul partidului taranesc la orase, in ,,.Secera”, I, no
13, 15 mai 1921, p. 2; Idem, Taranii si votul universal, in ,Secera”, I, no 13, 15 mai 1921, p. 1; Idem, Strigate-n
pustiu, in ,,Dobrogea Juna”, XV, no 81, 13 apr 1921, p. 1; Idem, Liga cinstitilor, in ,,Dobrogea Juna”, XV, no 157,
17 iul 1921, p. 1; Idem, Ceva despre Partidul Taranesc, in ,,Dumineca Poporului”, VI, no 26, 2 iul 1922, p. 3; no 37,
17 sep 1922, p. 3.
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journal (1898), led by Petru Vulcan, where he published ample articles on Dobruja’s historical
geography; he also participated to the Literary Circle ,,Ovidiu”, coagulated around the journal
which gathered people interested in promoting culture in the region.

In 1899, in a official report for founding an Athenaeum in Constanta, we found M.D.
Ionescu, among signatories ; at that time, he was lieutenant*. In 1920, the colonel Ionescu-
Dobrogianu, commander of the Regiment 73 Tulcea, addressed publicy in the newspaper
,Dobrogea Juna” and supported the idea of building a monument dedicated to the Romanian
heroes from Tulcea, who died in World War I ; an action committee was founded for this
purpose. In 1928, he also supported the local public adimistration initiative to constitute a
municipal 1ibrary43.

He was a member of the Committee Pro Eminescu, since September 20th 1931, when
there took place the meeting when there were attracted new members ; there were also invited,
beside the colonel Ionescu-Dobrogianu, and were validated as members Constantin Bratescu,
Emanoil Bucuta, Hortensia Papadat-Bengescu, s.a.**. The committee for raising poet Mihai
Eminescu’s buts near the sea gathered previously, since January 1931, when important names in
the Romanian Culture, as Nicolae Iorga, Al. Marcu, Remus Candea, Mihail Sadoveanu, Simion
Mehedinti presented their adhesion to the committee, by public conferences™® .

On the 8th of June, 1932, the book collection donated by Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu to
»Mircea cel Batran” Highschool in Constanta was inaugurated in a festive setting46 ; he used to
work as a teacher in this highschool, and that proves his concern for raising Constanta’s cultural
level.

He was among the editors of the newspaper ,,Dobrogea literard” (1925)*, ,the cultural
publication” under the care of the newspaper ,,Dobrogea Jund” and he actively collaborated to
the publications: ,,Ovidiu”, ,,Dobrogea Juna”, ,,Romania dela Mare”.

One of the aspects presented in this subchapter is that to present some Romanian cultural
personalities, through their interraction with Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s interest. These
personalities were: Alexandru Vlahuta, Mihai Eminescu, Barbu Stefanescu Delavrancea, lon
Luca Caragiale, V.A. Urechia, Nicolae Paulescu, Hortensia Papadat-Bengescu; Marin Ionescu-
Dobrogianu met and helped Badea Cartan in his activity to gather books for the Romanians in

Transylvania. He also met and accompanied in their documentation travels in Dobruja Eugene

** Apud Stoica Lascu, Mdrturii de epoca privind istoria Dobrogei (1877-1947), Muzeul de Istorie Nationala si
Arheologie Constanta, Constanta, 1999, p. 267.

43 O propunere nimeritd, in ,,Marea Neagra”, IV, no 5, 29 aug 1926, p. 1.

# Dacia”, XVIIL, no 143, 21 sep. 1931, p. 1.

¥ Dacia”, XVIII, no 15, 25 ian. 1931, p. 1.

46 Gheorghe Coriolan, Donatiunea Colonel lonescu-Dobrogianu, in ,,Farul”, I, no 8, 27 mar 1933, p. 2.

*" Dumitru Constantin-Zamfir; Octavian Georgescu, op. cit., pp. 122-123.
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Pittard and Emmanuel de Martonne®®. This idea is based on the memoirs published by the
colonel Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu in the newspapers of that time.

Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s activity in the Romanian Royal Geography Society and the
image of this activity in the Dobrujan cultural area, in the light of the actions of this national
body is the second aspect to complete his personality’s importance.We followed his relationship
with the prestigious Romanian Royal Geography Society which assumed the role to unite all
Romanians with a cultural purpose, promote and gather the Romanian intellectual values at the
end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century.

In 1898, lieutenant M.D. Ionescu was an active member of this society49 though
previously G.I. Lahovary, geneal secretary of the Society mentioned the first study published by
Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, in the year official reportso. Beginning 1900, he is present on the
society’s members lists, and since 1901 M.D. Ionescu’s research was a constant presence, both
in the society’s assemblies, through public conferences in front of the king, as well as in the
journal’s pages.

The main idea in this subchapter was the importance of the Romanian Royal Geography
Society for Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu as it proves that the Society’s scientific principles
brought their contribution to his training as a competent researcher in some matters and that the
society acknowledges his value by publishing his studies, by his participation to the public
conferences, by bringing him to the Society committee, beside important names in the scientific
research, until his death in 1938.

In order to motivate these ideas, we presented the history of the Romanian Royal
Geography Society”',official reports, tables, included both in the Romanian Royal Geography
Society Bulletin between 1875 and 1938, and archive documents®>. We also debated in this
subject his support for a military section, based on the ther king Carol I's idea and which was
materialized together with the Society, first, by accepting as active members the army officers
and by the role they had to assume to do topographical and cartographical research on the

country territory. The Military Section of the Romanian Royal Geography Society, was the

* Marin Tonescu-Dobrogianu, Excursiunea geograficda din nordul Dobrogei a d-lui Em. De Martonne, in
,Dobrogea Jund”, XV, no 212, 20 sep 1921, pp. 53-59; see also: V. Merutiu, Campania de excursiuni geografice
in Romania organizate de Institutul de Geografie al Universitatii din Cluj subt conducerea d-lui prof. Emm. de
Martonne, in vara anului 1921, in ,,Lucrarile Institutului de Geografie al Universitatii din Cluj”, Vol. 1, 1922, pp.
3-43.

¥ B.S.RR.G.”, XIX, 1898, p. 155.

% G.I. Lahovary, Darea de seamd anuald a d-lui secretar gen. G.I. Lahovary cdtre Adunarea Generald a
Societatii Geografice Romdne in sedinta de la 1 Martie 1897, in ,Buletinul Societa{ii Regale Romane de
Geografie”, XVIII, sem. 1, 1898, p. 11.

3! Grigore G. Tocilescu, Istoricul activitdfii pe taramul geografic al tarii noastre sub intreaga domnie a M.S.
Regelui Carol I: Conferinta tinuta in sala Ateneului Romdn in sedinta solemna din 14 oct 1906 a Societdtii
Geografice Romdne, in ,,Buletinul Societdtii Regale Romane de Geografie”, XXVIII, sem 2, 1907, pp. 21-492.

2 S.1.A., collection Institutul Geografic Militar.
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future Army Geographic Service and it was established officially on March 23rd, 1909. There
were issued the regulations of this section which define its purpose, as well as the memebrs and
the leading committee including a president, two vice-presidents and four secretaries, one of
them was M. Ionescu-Dobrogianu, who, later on, synthesized the section activity in a report53.
After his withdrawal from the active military life, the colonel Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu was
involved in activities, at the level of the entire Society, mostly in organizing aspects; since
1925°*, and until his death 1938, he was a member of the Romanian Royal Geography Society,
and in 1924 he represented Romania, together with professor I. Popescu-Voitesti, at the 11th
Geography Congress, which took place in Cairo, in 1924,

Marin lonescu-Dobrogianu is the este founder of the modern interdisciplinary research
about Dobruja, mainly the segment named in istoriography ,,Romanian Dobrujan studies™ . His
work Dobrujan feature results from the fact that more than 2/3 of his studies and articles dealed
with subjects about Dobrogei and almost all researchers whose themes deal with history,
geography, demography use as reference in their research Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s work.

The second chapter of the thesis is named ,,Subjects approached by Marin Ionescu-
Dobrogianu in his work™ and it brings under debate a large area of problems aiming three main
subchapters: historical geography subjects in Dobruja; Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s interest in
geopolitics and geostrategy in Dobruja and the comment on his main work ,,Dobrogia in pragul
veacului al XX-lea: Geografia matematica, fisica, politicd, economicad si militard”(,,Dobruja at
the beginning of the 20th century: mathematical, physical, economical and military geography”).

In this chapter, we discussed the themes and ideas followed by the author in his works,
we brought some details about their emergence, the impact and how they were received at that
time. We have to underline that Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu did not limit his scientific interest in
one field of activity. He made a complete research about the theme under debate, in all aspects:
physical geography, antropological geography, geostrategy etc., in accordance with the nature of
his purpose. The arrangement and the presentation of the documentary material involved a
superior knowledge of the subject,”’ — Dobruja’s history and geography - Marin Ionescu-
Dobrogianu was already familiar with these subjects, and, eventually he reached a corroboration
between analysis and synthesis, elements absolutely necessary to the historical research. The

cognitive value of this method guided Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu to a complete and ample

3 Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, Dupad trei ani dela inchegarea sectiunei militare a S.G.R., in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, XXXII,
1911, pp. 50-57.
> He continued to be a member in the administration committee and editorial board of the periodical issued by the
Romanian Royal Geography Society, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, XXXIV, 1925.
% ik Congres international de géographie: Le Caire, avril 1925: Compte rendu publié par le secrétaire
general du Congres: Tom I-er, Institut frangais d’archéologie orientale du Caire, Cairo, 1925.
°6 Valentin Ciorbea, Colonelul Marin Ionescu- Dobrogianu, fondatorul dobrogenisticii ..., pp. 346-352.
T Ibidem, p. 476.
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research, which gave him the opportunity to reconstiture Dobruja’s general geographical,
historical, cultural and spiritual framework. The construction and the structure of all his scientific
studies, their facts and ideas, the method and the design used by the author are elements which
build an enesemble image of the Dobrujan territory development in time.

The first subchaper is dedicated to the synthetic presentation of the results on Dobruja’s
historical geography research, materialized in numerous articles published by Marin Ionescu-
Dobrogianu. The historical geography used by Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu is a synthese
discipline among the sciences which deal with nature and those which deal with society,
meaning history, and the purpose is to present the result between thr natural and social elements,
pursued in a determined area, mainly Dobruja. Geography’s role, the most important field for
Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s success, is to show Dobruja’s reality, as a result of a combination
between natural processes, and the role of history is to legitimate through evidence and sources
thr territorial balance, sometimes troubled by natural or social causes.

The historical geography studies written by Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu can represented
in accordance with their subjects, as follows: he published studies about about the origin and the

”°% and in ,,Buletinul

development of the Danube Delta and the Black Sea in the journal ,,Ovidiu
Societitii Regale Roméane de Geografie™’; his work ,,Formarea Deltei Dunrii si configuratia ei
veche: Studiu morfologico-geografic” gives the measure of his scientific capacity, as it was
presented to the 9th Congress of Geography, in Cairo, in 1924%.

Since M. D. Ionescu published his studies until today, many important constributions in
order to clarify in detail processes in the Danube Delta geographical development ; his model in
following the scientific method used to be Karl Ferdinand Peters, professor at the University in
Gratz, whose work ,,Fundamental research upon Dobruja’s geography and geology” (1867)

751 Some

represents ,.the base for the geological studies upon our province over the Danube
studies took over partially M.D. Ionescu’s observations and do not refute the main objectives,

which he proved to demonstrate in his studies:the geographical unity of the Romanian

% M. D. lonescu, Dundrea, in ,Ovidiu”, I, no 2, 1 oct 1898, pp. 20-25; no 3, 15 oct 1898, pp. 43-47; no 4, 1898, pp.
54-56; no 5, 15 nov 1898, pp. 71-72; no 6, 1 dec 1898, pp. 85-88; no 7, 11 ian 1898, pp. 114-117; see also: Idem,
Marea Neagra, in ,,Ovidiu”, an I, no 9, 15 feb 1899, pp. 134-138; no 10, 1 feb 1899, pp. 149-151; no 11, 15 mar
1899, pp. 167-169; Idem, Insula Serpilor, in ,,Ovidiu”, I, no 13, 15 mar 1899, pp. 195-199; no 17, 15 iun 1899, p.
21; 25 aug 1899, pp. 311-313.
% Idem, Consideratiuni asupra cursului inferior al Dundrii: Formarea Deltei [Dundrii], in ,Buletinul Societatii
Regale Romane de Geografie”, 1, 1901, pp. 158-181; see also: Idem, Delta Dunarii, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, XL, 1921, pp.
216-259; ldem, Formarea Deltei Dunarii, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, XXX, 1909, pp. 26-50; Idem, ,,Peuce" era numai
grindul Chiliei?, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, LII, 1933, pp. 355-370; Idem, Valea Carasu, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, XXXVII, 1916-
1918, pp. 116-132, 565-566.
Idem, Formarea Deltei Dundrii si configuratia ei veche: Studiu morfologico- geografic: Comunicare prezentatd
Congresului international de geografie, din Cairo, in 1925: (cu o hartd si doua schite), Tip. ,,Lucratorii Asociati”,
Constanta, [1927].
%' 1dem, Valea Carasu, in ,B.S.R.R.G.”, XXXVII, 1916-1918, pp. 116-132, 565-566.
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territory.M. D. Ionescu was supported by his contemporaries, as G. Munteanu—Murgoci62, but
he was also contested for the results of his conclusions and observations about Dobruja’s
geographical development in time, as Gh. I. Nastase™, lecturer at antropological geography at
the University in Iasi.

Dobruja and Constanta’s development during middle age is another subject approached
by Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu in his numerous scientific articles®*, full of information about
Dobruja’s space and population, in order to demosntrate the Romanian continuity, proved by
documentary sources, and this type of investigation, which, in a way can be considered
anthropological and geographical, led Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu to the knowledge and study
Dobruja’s geopolitics.

When the Romanian administration established in Dobruja, the authorities met difficult
situations as the result of the war damages, landed property and the need for modernize this
province.Dobruja’s reintegration into the modern Romanian administrative-political system,
after the Independence War finished, after the military confrontations between 1877-1878,
opened, through the geopolitical and geostrategical changes new directions in the South-Eastern
Europe regional politics65. It opened the way to a revival in economy, social, political, cultural
and spiritual life in the Romanian territories which were the Ottoman administration more than
four centuries and half®, by ceasing to Russia the three counties in the South of Bessarabia:
Cahul, Ismail and Bolgrad, in exchange for Dobruja and the Danube Delta, though there were
Romanian intellectuals who were against taking over Dobruja, for reasons according to reality;
one of these opponents was Dimitrie Sturdza®’.

Dobruja was confronting a lamentable situation from demographical, social and
economical point of view, and the statistical data at the end of the 19th century %8 confirm this

aspect. Dobruja was colonized massively by the recently installed Romanian administration, and

%2 Gheorghe Munteanu-Murgoci, Studii de geografie fizicd in Dobrogea de Nord, in ,B.S.R.R.G.”, XXXIII-XXXIV,
1912, pp. 163-200.

5 Gh. 1. Nastase, , Peuce” contribufie la cunoasterea geograficd-fizici si omeneascd a Deltei Dundrii in
antichitate, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, LI, 1932, pp. 8-50.

6 Marin Tonescu-Dobrogianu, Scythia minor, Berdjan, Dobrogia: Studiu istorico - geografic : (I-1I), in
»B.S.R.R.G.”, XXXI, no 2, 1910, pp. 42-112; see also: Idem, Din notele de calatorie ale lui Ewlia [Celebi] in a
doua jumatate a veacului al XVII-lea, in ,,.B.S.R.R.G.”, XXIV, 1913, pp. 210-223; Idem, fnceputurile crestinismului
in Dobrogea : Articol inchinat P.S. Gherontie, Episcopul Tomisului §i al Durostorului, in ,Tomis: revista
eparhiala”, X, no 3, mar 1934, pp. 33-52; Idem, Scythiele cunoscute istoricilor si geografilor antichitatii cu privire
speciala asupra Scythiei Minore, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, XXVII, no 2, 1906, pp. 19-38; Idem, Spicuiri si talmdaciri din
Herodot, in ,,B.S.R.R.G.”, XLII, 1923, pp. 235-241.

% Vasile Popa, Dobrogea, spatiu de interferente geopolitice, Editura Universitatii Bucuresti, Bucuresti, 2006, pp.
159-170.

% Ibidem.

57 Simion Mehedinti, Observiri asupra Dobrogei, in ,,B.S. R.R.G.”, XXXVIII, 1919, p. 196.

%8 Grigore Gr. Danescu, Dictionarul geografic, statistic, economic si istoric al judefului Constanta, Tipografia si
Fonderia ,,Thoma Basilescu”, Bucuresci, 1897; see also: Idem, Dictionarul geografic, statistic, economic si istoric
al judetului Tulcea, [Editura I.V. Socecu, Bucuresci, 1896].
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the inudustry development was strongly stimulated by the exist to the Black Sea, Constanta port
modernization, the construction of the bridge at Cernavoda, build roads and highways
represented priorities for Romania’s new kingdom politics, through there were stimulated the
connections between the Romanian territories, as well as the exportation through Constanta port.
All these corroborated with the Romanian society general effort and with a balanced and wise
external politics, imposer Romania, at the beginning of the 20th century, as a developed
independent state in the South-East of Europe. The colonel lonescu —Dobrogianu wrote, refering
to the survey of the Romanian administration in Dobruja, at the anniversary of 50 years since
Dobruja was re-united with the Romanian state: ,,...we came here again [...]. We put away the
barbar darkness, and we spread culture up to the modest villages [...], but, mostly, we provided
the province the opportunity to breathe through its port - Constanta™®.

One of the problems under debate in the second subchapter ,,Geopolitical and
geostrategical elements in Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s work “was that to identify and include
his work among the first geopolitical analyses about Dobruja and to identify these aspects in his
studies and articles’’. The volume ,,Geografia militara”’' is a lecture given by the colonel in
reserve Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, at the Infantry Officers Special School. His lecture was
based on principles Romania’s general geography; he also presented appreciations upon the
special features of different regions of the country, from the point of view of climate and
metherological aspects and he also tried to highlight the influences they have upon the most
favourable development of the military operations; he clearly distinguished between the general
and the military geography which includes the first one, and through the analysis of some
geographical phenomena, he reached to a new concept named rational geography, necessary to
militaries professional training, in fact it is about a geopolitical and geostrategical analysis.
Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s previous interest in analysis and military geography was revealed
also in the military training subjects in the regiments where he used to serve.

His studies and articles, together with the appreciations and analyses deal with the
changes which took place in Dobruja: the Romanian administration installation, colonization
problems, the Bulgarian occupation in the province between the Danube and the Black Sea,
during World War I, when the entire province was the subject of the Bulgarian territorial

revisionist claims, and when the war was finished, the Romanian authorities confronted with

% Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu, Din zile mari: Cuvéintare tinutd ofiterilor si trupei garnizoanei Constanta la 10
Mai 1927, in ,,Dobrogea Juna”, XXIII, no 107, 1 iul 1926, p. 1.

" 1dem, Doud probleme de geografie... Cu doud vederi ale Harsovei, din anul 1826, [f.e.], Bucuresti, 1910; see
also: Idem, Geografia militara: 1920, Institutul de editurd si arte grafice, Constanta, 1920; Idem, Colonisarea
Dobrogei, in ,,Buletinul Societatii Regale Romane de Geografie”, XXXV, 1, 1904, pp. 107-125; Idem, Dobrogea
vazutd de un militar de seama . [contele Helmuth von Moltke] acum o sutd de ani, in ,,B.S.R. R.G.”, LIV, 1935, pp.
254-264.

" Idem, Geografia militard: 1920, Institutul de Arte Grafice, Constanta, 1920.
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new challenges. Bulgarians’ trials to confirm their claims upon Dobruja through international
treaties and agreements created a wave of unity in the conscience and actions of the population in
Dobruja, and not only, but also for the Romanian intellectuals in the entire Kingdom,and the
foreign ones, as well : Emanuel de Martonne and Francis Lebrun, who knew very well the
Dobrujan realities. All of them were engaged in the battle for maintaining Romania’s territorial
integrity72. Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s studies” have become, in time, documentary sources
for designing the ensemble image of the Dobrujan territory and Constanta city, as well.

For the documentation of these two directions, I used research about the Dobruja’s
features and geopolitical analysis74. I put together for this chapter the contemporary documentary
sources’”, as well as very well founded general referneces’®. Though we cannot say he used to be
a theorist for geopolitics or geostrategy, Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu issued a series of ideas still
valuable about Dobruja’s and Romania’s position in the international framework. He saw in the
international context created after the war a gate to the Sea way, with the transportation on water,
strongly, by the communications modern organization, through which our country could
communicate with the other seas and oceans on the Earth, and the Black Sea banks of the
Romanian Danube to be integrated in this communication system. These communications will
improve Romania’s economical, political and cultural relationships with all the peoples and
nations.

The third subchapter approaches his work ,,Dobrogia in pragul veacului al XX-lea:
Geografia matematica, fisica, politicad, economicd si militard”, as a synthesis of the works
dedicated to the region between the Danube and the Black Sea. The first intention was to
determine the identification and the development of the previous studies about the Dobrujan
region, in order to highlight the difference brought by the scientific research in the above

mentioned work. The interest for Dobruja’s scientific research was materialized in studies

> Valentin Ciorbea, Evolufia Dobrogei intre 1918-1944: Contributii la cunoasterea problemelor geopolitice,
economice, demografice, sociale si ale vietii politice si militare, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanta, 2005, pp. 60-74.

> Marin Tonescu-Dobrogianu, Numele Dobrogei in diferite timpuri, in ,,Ovidiu”, I, no 1, 15 sep. 1898, pp. 7-10;
»Vocea Dobrogei”, II, no 27, 8 nov 1898, p. 2; see also: Idem, Dobrogea in pragul veacului al XX-lea, in
»B.S.R.R.G.”, XXIV, 1, 1903, pp. 66-89; Idem, Invazia barbara din 1919-1918 in judeful Tulcea, in ,,Arhiva
Dobrogei”, an II, 1919, pp. 182-212.

™ Ton Munteanu, Interferente geopolitice la Dundrea de Jos in epoca modernd, Editura Pronostic, Bucuresti,
1999; see also: Idem, Interferente geopolitice in spatiul dintre Dundre si Mare in anii primului razboi mondial, in
»Anuarul Muzeului Marinei Romane, tom II, 1999, pp. 159-162; Valentin Ciorbea, Dobrogea in geopolitica
Romdniei i a Europei la sfarsitul sec. al XIX-lea si inceputul sec. XX, in Dobrogea: 1878-2008: Orizonturi deschise
de mandatul european, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanta, 2008, pp. 217-231; Paul Claval, Geopolitica si geostrategie:
Gandirea politica, spatiul si teritoriul in secolul al XX-lea, Editura Corint, Bucuresti, 2001.

> Stoica Lascu, Mdarturii de epocd privind istoria Dobrogei (1877-1947). Vol I (1878-1961), Muzeul de Istorie
Nationala si Arheologie Constanta, Constanta, 1999.

76 Adrian Radulescu, Ion Bitoleanu, Istoria romdnilor dintre Dunare s§i Mare : Dobrogea, Editia 1, Editura
Stiintifica si Enciclopedica, Bucuresti, 1979; see also: Stoica Lascu, Constantin Vitanos, Colegiul Pedagogic
“Constantin Bratescu”: Valori ale civilizatiei romdnesti in Dobrogea: Volum dedicat centenarului Scolii Normale
“Constantin Bratescu” din Constanta §i aniversarii a 115 ani de la reintregrarea Dobrogei la Statul Roman, [f.e.],
Constanta, 1993.
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signed by foreign authors’’ and Romanians’,

As regarding Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s monograph, ,,Dobrogia in pragul veacului al
XX-lea: Geografia matematica, fisica, politicd, economica si militara”, there can be mentioned
the author’s responsiblness in the scientific research, by using historical data gathered both from
numerous documentary sources, and the travels in Dobruja in 13 years of research. The
geography study, presented in geostrategical key is the result of many years of work and it is
beyond question, as his work is the first scientific investigation of this type, for Dobruja of that
time, for which it was awarded by the Romanian Academy’’; the scientific principles on which
the material was based, as well as the research methods apllied by M.D. Ionescu facilitated a
serious study and the critical survey of the sources and historiography about Dobruja. The events
were presented in a logical order, and the conclusions are based on a detailed analysis of the
presented material.

The huge work was structured in five chapters. The critical reference includes
bibliography, maps, acronyms and abbreviations, geographical index, and the arrangement of the
entire material brings reasons for the work title and its original character.

The author wrote also the introduction, where he expressed his homage and dedicate his
work to king Carol I of Romania. Sometimes, the numbers are interpreted in exceess, as the
author intended to underline information with real historical value about the settlements in
Dobrujai, some of them not existing anymore today. Thus, the complete research of the territory
between the Danube and the Black Sea was synthesized from the development perspectvive, as
the sources were processed and integrated into the context of the economical, social, political and
military life in Dobruja.

The survey of the data, as well as the interpretation of the historical facts and phenomena
which marked Dobruja’s history contributed to reach his goals.They are presented in the
introduction. In order to reach the essential part of the subject mentioned in the title, Marin
Ionescu-Dobrogianu used an important number of references organized in the monograph
bibliography, according to his own book collection, as we know he was fond of bibliophily; he
also added new information discovered in time, during his numerous documentary travels in the

towns and villages in Dobruja. The data were organized and analysed, so the author was very

T Camille Allard, La Dobroutcha. Suvenirs d' Orient, [f.e.], Paris, 1859; see also: Henry Barkley, Between the
Danube and Black Sea or five years in Bulgaria, Edit. John Murray, London, 1876; Leon Lalane, Question relatives
a I’ etablissement d’une pont sur le Bas-Danube et la Posession d’Arab Tabia, Edit. Dunod, Paris, 1880; A.
Montadon, Excursions en Dobroudja, Imprimerie-Librairie Germain & G. Grassin, 1887; Eugene Pittard, Dans la
Dobrodja (Roumanie). Notes de voyage, Genéve, Imprimerie du Journal de Geneve, 1902.

" 1.A. Nazarettean, Notife istorice si geografice asupra provinciei Dobrogea, [f.e.], Tulcea, 1882; see also: LI
Nacian, La Dobroudja economique et sociale. Son passé, son present et son avenir, Ed. Librairie Guillaumin et C.,
Paris, 1886; Grigore G. Danescu, op. cit..

7 wxx Comisiunea Premiilor Anuale, in ,,Analele Academiei Romane: Desbateri”, XXVII, 1904-1905, pp. 462-464.
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interested in this subject, but also did a great effort to make the investigation, taking into
consideration he was a selftaught person.

We have to mention that, although Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu did not use the terms
»geopolitics” and »geostrategy”
or terms linked with them, one can identify elements of geopolics and geostrategy terms in his
work; he emphasized the modern character of his studies and research by corroborating
geopolitical constant elements and elements of the national strategy with the national territory
geography; lonescu-Dobrogianu was connected to the scientific research directions from the
beginning of the 20th century. The analysis of the studies and reseach made byi Marin lonescu-
Dobrogianu has not the purpose to place him among the important Romanian theorists in
geopolitics or geostrategy at the beginning of the 20th century, because he did not express his
theories in the complementary sciences, which are geopolitics and geostrategy, he does not
create s reseach system, but he uses concepts specific to them and he approaches historical
problems of the Romanians between the Danube and the Black Sea through them.

Colonel Marin Ionescu-Dobrogianu’s life was dominated the highest ethical principles
and this can be noticed not only in his military career, but also in his entire work. The character
of the message included his works developed together with society, as his contemporaries
received in a certain manner his studies, which brought to light a region-Dobruja, which
expected to be re-discovered, as for some centuries it developed separately, and, in our time, his

work is appreciated for its documentary value.
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